
 

 

 

October 22, 2025 

Theodore Sarandos 
Co-Chief Executive Officer  
Netflix, Inc.  
121 Albright Way 
Los Gatos, CA 95032  
 

Dear Mr. Sarandos,  

I am writing to you today in my professional capacity as the CEO and President of Concerned 
Women for America (CWA), the nation’s largest public policy women’s organization with over half-a-
million members across the country and Young Women for America (YWA), a network of over a 
thousand young campus leaders; as a former advisor to past FCC Chairman, Kevin Martin; and in 
my personal capacity as a mother and grandmother. 

As the recent effort to cancel Netflix shows, parents are rightly outraged by some of the trans 
ideology and LGBTQ messaging injected – deliberately, and without warning – into Netflix 
programming aimed at pre-school and school-aged children. The women I represent are tired of it, 
but we are builders at heart. So, in that spirit, I would appreciate a chance to sit down with you and 
talk about the matter to see if there is a way that we can be helpful to you in avoiding alienating a 
considerable part of your audience. 

The hundreds of thousands of mothers, daughters, and granddaughters I represent believe that 
conversations about sex and sexuality are sensitive, personal, and different for every family and 
child. Those conversations should take place only when the parent deems it necessary and 
developmentally appropriate. No parent wants to be forced to have a conversation about adult 
sexual preferences or gender identity with their child because of a cartoon.  

Netflix has lost the trust of millions of American families, mine included. And in the wake of this 
most recent scandal, Netflix cost shareholders $15 billion in value.   

Perhaps some of this could be avoided with a more diverse viewpoint representation among your 
advisors. Is there anyone on your executive team to represent the more than 65% of Americans who 
identify as Christian? Or the 73% of Americans who identify as moderate to conservative?  

Who on your team is ensuring that the ratings on your children’s programming accurately reflect the 
content and provide parents with adequate warning if the programming touches on controversial 
issues or adult themes? This is an area that could be improved significantly so that you are better 
able to cater to a broader audience.  



 

Again, as someone representing a considerable group of women who are being underserved by your 
current policies, I would welcome the opportunity to establish a dialogue that perhaps can help 
Netflix consider perspectives that it seems to be so sorely lacking. 

Instead of just going along with the current trend that is giving up on the service, I would welcome 
the opportunity for a dialogue. I believe my organization can serve as a constructive resource. We 
believe there are meaningful ways to help anticipate and avoid unnecessary controversy, 
strengthen trust with parents and families, and support Netflix’s continued leadership in the world 
of streaming video. You could help lead the way to a better future for our nation by respecting 
differing viewpoints and supporting the values that make our nation strong. 

To regain parents’ trust, Netflix needs to ensure that entertainment provided for children does not 
contain hidden agendas and that it reflects the values held by most American families. Imagine a 
Netflix that encourages responsible storytelling that uplifts rather than divides. CWA can help in 
that effort. I would appreciate a response by November 10. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Penny Nance  
CEO and President 
Concerned Women for America 

cc:  
Reed Hastings 
Jay Hoag 
Gregory Peters 
Richard Barton 
Anne Sweeney 
Strive Masiyiwa 
Susan Rice 

Elinor Mertz 
Bradford Smith 
Ann Mather 
Mathias Döpfner 
Leslie Kilgore 
Theodore Sarandos

 


