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What to Know Now:  

• Iranian General Qassem Suleimani was the head of the Quds Force of the Islamic 
Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) in Iran.  

o President Donald Trump designated the Quds and the IRGC as terrorist 
organizations in April 2019.  

o Suleimani has the blood of hundreds of American lives on his hands. According 
to the U.S. State Department, he has killed an estimated 603 Americans.  

• Suleimani approved the attack on the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad, Iraq, that took place on 
New Year’s Eve, 2019. 

• Suleimani was in Baghdad on January 3, 2020, to orchestrate the next wave of attacks 
on U.S. interests. He was only 15 miles away from the U.S. Embassy.  

o There was an imminent threat to Americans by Suleimani. 
o For the U.S. to show weakness in this region is unwise in the long term. 

• This action is consistent with President Trump’s responsibility to protect U.S. citizens 
and to further U.S. national security and foreign policy interests.  

o The President has constitutional authority to conduct U.S. foreign relations as 
Commander in Chief and Chief Executive 

o After the operation was conducted, members of Congress were notified and will 
continue to be briefed according to the White House, pursuant to law. 

• Israel Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu issued a statement of support for America’s 
right to self-defense. 

• This action signals that the U.S. will “definitively” respond to any further attacks by Iran.  

• Iran continues to be emboldened for evil without opposition. As an example, the Iran 
Nuclear Agreement under Obama, where the U.S. gave significant concessions and 
released $150 billion to Iran, did not appease or quell their instigations in the region.  

Going Deeper:  

• Iran is the world’s largest state sponsor of terrorism.  

• Suleimani was the architect of nearly every significant operation by Iranian intelligence 
and military forces over the past two decades. He ran Iran’s sphere of influence through 
governments across the region from Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, and Yemen.  

  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/statement-president-designation-islamic-revolutionary-guard-corps-foreign-terrorist-organization/
https://thedispatch.com/p/the-morning-dispatch-qassem-suleimani
https://thedispatch.com/p/the-morning-dispatch-qassem-suleimani
https://twitter.com/IsraeliPM/status/1213070945700712448?s=20
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/01/iran-loses-qassem-soleimani-its-indispensable-man/604375/


 

 

• In 2019 alone, Iran shot down a U.S. drone, seized a British oil tanker, threatened to 
shut down a route through international waters used by oil tankers, attacked Saudi oil 
facilities, struck a U.S. base killing one American contractor, and organized an attack on 
U.S. soil by attacking the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad. 

• The removal of Suleimani was long overdue. The primarily Shia Iraqi government has 
allowed Suleimani to come and go as he wished. According to U.S. troops, Suleimani has 
trained fighters who made roadside bombs that shot molten copper slugs through tanks 
and vehicles, killing hundreds and maiming dozens of U.S. troops.  

• Iraqis are celebrating the death of Suleimani. Suleimani had been overseeing operations 
to suppress protests, and militia under him killed an estimated 460 Iraqi protestors.  

How to Pray: 

• Pray for the safety of American troops, operatives, and civilians in the Middle East. 

• Pray for the safety of Israel. 

• Pray for the wisdom of our leaders, including President Trump, Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo, and Defense Secretary Mark Esper. 

• Pray for the hearts and minds of the Iranian people. Pray they will know true freedom in 
their country and will not support terrorist organizations or leaders.   

 

https://www.cnn.com/2019/06/20/middleeast/iran-drone-claim-hnk-intl/index.html
https://www.npr.org/2019/07/19/743556229/iran-says-it-has-seized-a-british-tanker-in-strait-of-hormuz
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-04-22/iran-will-close-strait-of-hormuz-if-it-can-t-use-it-fars
https://www.wsj.com/articles/drone-strikes-spark-fires-at-saudi-oil-facilities-11568443375
https://www.militarytimes.com/flashpoints/2019/12/28/several-american-troops-wounded-and-a-us-contractor-killed-in-rocket-attack-on-kirkuk-base/
https://www.militarytimes.com/flashpoints/2020/01/02/photos-reveal-damage-to-us-embassy-in-baghdad-following-attack-by-supporters-of-iran-backed-militia/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/iraq-anti-govt-protesters-sing-dance-after-soleimani-death/

