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Council on the Needs of 
Women.      

 Members attended opening day 
of Louisiana's 2017 legislative 
session and met with legislators 
on the House floor.  

  
 
  
  
  
  
   
 CWA of Louisiana took part in 

successfully lobbying for the 
confirmation of Supreme Court 
nominee, Judge Neil Gorsuch. 

  

May 
  

 Members participated in Pro-
Life Day at the Capitol 
sponsored by Louisiana Right to 
Life. 

 We hosted an EAL Day at the 
Capitol in which the EAL 
volunteers met the legislators 
they were assigned to 
encourage.  We distributed 
pecan candies as a “Thank You.”   

 We supported Senate Bill 111 
which requires proof of 
identification from parents of a 
minor child to obtain an 
abortion based upon parental 
consent. The bill passed and was 
signed by the governor in 
August.  Praise the Lord! 

 Supported Senate Bill 54 which 
provides community resources 
for victims of human trafficking. 
The bill passed and was signed 

January 
  

 We hosted our first 
Government By God’s Design 
workshop in Lake Charles. The 
four week session was well 
attended by local leaders and 
lawmakers.  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 We welcomed our newest 

elected officials through 
written letters introducing 
them to CWA of Louisiana. 

 We launched Mighty 9 2017 in 
which each CWA of Louisiana 
steering committee member 
was assigned to one of the nine 
government officials: governor, 
two U.S. senators, and six U.S. 
congressmen. They each sent a 
postcard once a month with 
preprinted Scripture and then 
added a personal note of 
encouragement about our 
prayer for them. Throughout 
the year we have received 
personal responses of 
gratitude. 

 Sancha spoke at St. Landry’s 
30th Annual Right to Life March 
in Opelousas sponsored by 
Louisiana Right to Life and the 
Pro-Life Apostolate of the 
Diocese of Lafayette.  

February 
 

 CWA of Louisiana participated 
in the Louisiana Right to Life 
March in Alexandria. Our 
families participated in the 
march. We had a CWA table, 
and Sancha was one of the 
speakers. 

  We presented information on 
how to lobby and engage your 
legislators at the Lafayette 
Commission on the Needs of 
Women board meeting.  

 

March 
  

 CWA of Louisiana attended the 
Annual Governor’s Prayer 
Breakfast and Louisiana Family 
Forum Legislative Briefing at 
the Capitol to pray for 
Louisiana’s elected leaders, 
network with Louisiana’s 
Christian leaders, and build 
relationships. 

  

April 
 

 We launched our 2017 
Encourage-A-Legislator (EAL) 
Project. It consisted of 52 
volunteers which covered 144 
legislators with encouraging 
words and prayer. See page 6 
for more information on this 
outstanding project. 

  As part of Sexual Assault 
month Sancha and Associate 
Director Nedra Epps shared  
information about the impact 
of sexual abuse in our state at 
Do Tell Day of Hope Freedom 
Rally hosted by the Lafayette 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We enjoyed breakfast on Capitol  
Hill and heard from U.S. Senators 
Chuck Grassley and Ted Cruz. 
Then we went to the White 
House to meet with staff.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We lobbied at Sen. Bill Cassidy's 
(R) office and met with his 
legislative director to discuss 
filling Federal Lower Court 
vacancies and addressing 
gridlock reform in the Senate.  
Later that afternoon we attended 
a briefing at the White House. 
We were updated on healthcare, 
opioid addiction, tax reform and 
mental health by former DHHS 

by the governor in November.  
Thank the Lord! 

 Opposed House Bill 136 
because it reduced the time 
period for interim spousal 
support for 365 days to 180 
days. We believe women with 
children need the full year to 
recover. Unfortunately, the bill 
passed.  

  

June 
  

 Our Director, along with Dr. 
Alveda King, Martin Luther 
King, Jr.’s niece, spoke at 
CWA’s 100 No More prayer 
rallies in Atlanta, Georgia, and 
in Birmingham, Alabama, to 
expose Planned Parenthood’s 
racist eugenics.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 We believe criminal  justice 

reform will help families. 
Senate Bill 139 was an overhaul 
of Louisiana’s criminal justice 
system to reduce the state’s 
prison population. However, 
CWA found the bill to be too 
lenient on crimes of violence or 
sexual offenses.  So we 
opposed SB 139. It passed, but 
thankfully with strong 
amendments.   

 CWA of Louisiana launched a 
new Prayer/Action Chapter in 
Alexandria. Kemberly Cole 
Jones is serving as acting 
Prayer/Action Chapter Leader. 

  
 

July 
  

 While on a trip with her family 
to Washington, D.C. Sancha had 
the  opportunity to pray inside 
the courtroom at the United 
States Supreme Court. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 We began discussions with 

State Rep. Ronnie Johns (R-
District 27) concerning the 
issue of sex trafficking in 
Louisiana. He is the sponsor of 
the infamous “Stripper Bill” (SB 
468) which requires young 
women to be 21 years old 
before they are allowed to strip 
in clubs. This legislation is 
currently in the U.S. Fifth Circuit 
of Appeals. Please pray that the 
court will uphold the 
constitutionality of the statute.  

  

August 
  

 We helped our children 
transition into the new school 
year armed with information 
from our bookmark—Know 
Your Rights … Freedom of 
Speech & Religion in Public 
Schools.   

 

September 

  

 Sancha, Nedra and Young 
Women for America leader 
Lillian Knight attended the three 
day CWA Leadership Training 
Conference in Washington, D.C.  

 



Secretary, Tom Price; Kelly Anne 
Conway, Counselor to the 
President; Paul Teller, Special 
Assistant to the President for 
Legislative Affairs; and Marc 
Short, White House Director of 
Legislative Affairs and Deputy 
Assistant to the President. 
CWA’s tremendous influence 
with our current administration 
was more than evident.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The following day was filled with 
training, and the final day 
appropriately ended our time 
with a prayer service in which 
CWA leaders were assigned to 

pray in unity according to each 
of our core issues.  Sancha led us 
in prayer on the issue of racial 
reconciliation. 

 CWA of Louisiana attended The 
Human Trafficking Awareness 
Symposium hosted by the 

    Governor’s Office of 
Programs and Planning and the 
Children’s Cabinet in Baton 
Rouge. We are committed to 
the state’s efforts to stop 
human trafficking and provide 
support for those who have 
been victims of it.  
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October 
  

 Nedra and Janet Jackson were 
recipients of 2017 Women of 
Excellence Award by the 
Lafayette Council on the Needs 
of Women. 

 

  

  
  
  
  
  

 November 
  

 Our state director spoke at 
Lafayette Council on the Needs 
of Women retreat in Lafayette 
about how to lobby from your 
kitchen table, laptop, and 
smartphone. 

  CWA of Louisiana launched a 
new Prayer/Action Chapter in 
Sulphur. Nancy Tower is 
serving as acting Prayer/Action 
Chapter Leader. 


