
“...The Free Exercise Thereof…”  
“Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your 

ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.” - Ephesians 6:13 

     If asked what freedom you cherish the most, how 

would you answer?  Most likely you would answer, our 

treasured freedom of religion.   

“Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting  

the free exercise thereof” …  First Amendment 

of the U.S. Constitution 

     Our religious liberties are 

under assault.  The United States 

Supreme Court's same-sex 

“marriage” decision, Obergefell v. 

Hodges, has only made matters 

worse.  Increasingly, 

individuals and businesses 

are forced out of the public 

square for their religious or 

moral convictions about  

God-ordained marriage.  

     I am old enough to recall 

when Christians and Biblical 

principles were respected, 

complied with and highly regarded.  Since 2007, sadly, 

along with an 8 percent decline among Americans who 

call themselves Christian, there is a growth of 7 percent 

among those who deny God.  Obviously, we have 

become a less religious nation.   

    In Oregon, a judge ordered Melissa and Aaron Klein 

to pay a fine of $135,000 for refusing to bake a cake for 

a homosexual couple's “marriage.”  Elane Photography 

was fined after declining to photograph a lesbian 
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couple’s "commitment ceremony.”  A New Mexico 

Supreme Court justice stated, “[Elane Photography 

owners] now are compelled by law to compromise the 

very religious beliefs that inspire their lives,” adding, “it 

is the price of citizenship.”  Numerous Christian 

businesses are being fined or forced to close for simply 

upholding their consciences based on Biblical 

principles.   

     A modern day Rosa Parks, Kentucky county clerk 

Kim Davis refused to authorize 

marriage licenses for same-sex 

couples, citing God's authority.  

Following five days in jail for 

refusing to obey the judges’ 

edict, her case lingers on in 

hopes the courts will provide an 

“accommodation” for her beliefs.    

     Clearly, our nation's Founders 

designed the First Amendment to 

protect religious beliefs and 

activities.  Thomas Jefferson 

understood that Freedom of 

Religion is an unalienable, God-given right that 

government cannot remove.  “And can the liberties of a 

nation be thought secure if we have lost the only firm 

basis, a conviction in the minds of the people that these 

liberties are the gift of God?  That they are not to be 

violated but with His wrath?”  Our Founders clearly 

understood the importance of religion and morality for 

the definition and success of the nation they envisioned. 

CWA  Membership State & National: A donation of $25 or more has TWO benefits:  membership 

in CWA of South Dakota and membership in CWA national.  All donations sent to CWA of South 
Dakota, P.O. Box  343,  Leola, SD 57456 remain in South Dakota for state projects.  All donations 

sent to CWA national in response to their mailings are utilized in Washington, D.C.  
Make it easy - Click here and donate online. Your renewed annual membership/additional 

donation is greatly appreciated.  All contributions are tax-deductible. 

https://secure.cwfa.org/cwfa/donation.aspx?nt=CWA-of-South%20Dakota-Donation


Freedom of  Religion vs. Freedom of  Worship 
“We must obey God rather than men.” - Acts 5:29 

     With subtlety, President Obama and Hillary Clinton 

have been replacing the phrase “freedom 

of religion” with “freedom of worship.”   

Is there a difference?  If so, what is their 

intent in doing this?   

     Freedom of religion includes our right 

to freely worship.  However, a shrewd 

change in language to “worship” restricts 

the practice of religion to the privacy of 

our home or place of worship.  “Free 

exercise thereof” protects not only our 

beliefs, but also our actions based on those 

beliefs.   

     Our faith is not private.  God has called 

believers to be salt of the Earth and a light 

in the darkness.  We cannot leave our faith, our Biblical 

principles and the Gospel message behind when we enter 

the world outside our doors. 

     Now is not the time for us to shrink from the culture, but 
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a time for boldness.  Whatever power comes against us, we 

must remain faithful and seek to do God's 

will every hour of our life. 

     To paraphrase Martin Niemoeller, 

the German anti-Nazi theologian and 

Lutheran pastor, “First they came for the 

wedding photographer, but I did not speak 

out because I did not photograph weddings.  

Then they came for the baker, but I did not 

speak out because I was not a baker.  Then 

they came for the florist, but I said nothing 

because I was not a florist.  Then they 

came for me, and there was no one left to 

speak for me.”  

     Daniel's friends refused to fall down and 

worship the king's image when the music played.  May the 

Lord find us faithful “when the music plays.”  (Daniel 3) 

 

Safeguards for Life in South Dakota Law  
 A compilation of South Dakota laws that hinder abortion 

First, a little history . . .   
1877 – 1973 Performing an abortion and soliciting an abortion 
were misdemeanor penalties in South Dakota's 1877 Criminal 

Code, even before South Dakota statehood 
in 1889.  There was an exemption for 
abortion in cases where the life of the 
mother was in jeopardy.  Until 1973, those 
statutes remained unchanged.  
1973 Roe v. Wade granted a woman the 
right to abort her child throughout all nine 
months of pregnancy; in this decision the 
U.S. Supreme Court negated all state laws 
on abortion. 
1973 Doe v. Bolton, the companion case, 
added a broad exception for the "health" of 
the mother. 
1992 Planned Parenthood v. Casey granted 

states limited regulation of abortion. 
Then, a little ACTION . . . 
Have you ever wanted to know the specifics about abortion in 
South Dakota---and have that information all in one place? 
Concerned Women for America of South Dakota has you 
covered!  Your leadership has reflected, reviewed and 
researched FOR YOU and then they created a brochure that 
packs all of those details into a format you can acquire by  
mail---or print and share from your own computer!  
This brochure has a simple Q and A format we know you will 
find useful, so check out the link here, and get printing!            
E-mail director@southdakota.cwfa.org or call 605-380-6914 to 
place your order.   

 

South Dakota News Briefs 
“Under God, the People Rule”  

- South Dakota State Motto 

October 20, 2014 - South Dakota Attorney General Marty 

Jackley joins bipartisan group of attorneys general 

requesting Congressional assistance to combat human 

trafficking.  

June 6, 2015 - Jackley was elected president of the 

National Association of Attorneys General. 

July 2, 2015 – “The constitutional right to marry that is 

now guaranteed to same-sex couples must coexist with the 

constitutional right of freedom of religion for county 

employees,” stated Jackley. 

July 10, 2015 - When challenged by the ACLU of South 

Dakota after the Obergefell same-sex “marriage” decision, 

Jackley stated, “The newly recognized federal constitutional 

right to same-sex marriage must and can peaceably coexist 

with other longstanding constitutional rights of freedom of 

religion and speech.  There is no need to infringe upon 

either individual or religious freedoms ...” 

September 12, 2015 - According to pro-life South Dakota 

legislators, there will be three or more bills addressing pro-

life issues during the 2016 South Dakota Legislative 

Session. 

September 14, 2015 - At the U.S. Supreme Court, three 

South Dakota legislators presented the resolution 

lawmakers had passed last session in Pierre that asks the 

U.S. Supreme Court to reconsider and overturn their 1973 

abortion ruling in Roe. v. Wade.  

http://www.cwfa.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/SD-Safeguards-for-LIFE-in-South-Dakota-Law.pdf
mailto:director@southdakota.cwfa.org
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Do you have daughters or granddaughters who would 
like to promote Biblical and conservative values at their 
schools?  Young Women for America (YWA) is a project 
of Concerned Women for America, our nation's largest 
public policy women's organization with a rich 35-plus 
year history of helping members apply Biblical 
principles to all levels of public policy.  
 

YWA is a student-oriented initiative that is geared 
toward high 
school and 
college 
campuses to 
bring active 
groups of like-
minded women 
together.  The 
mission of YWA 
is to train the 
next generation 
to protect and 
promote Biblical 
values among all 
citizens — first 
through prayer, 
then education, 
and finally by 
influencing our 
society — 
thereby 
reversing the 
decline in moral 
values in our 
nation.  
 

To learn more 
about YWA, go 
to cwfa.org/
special-projects/
ywa/. There you 

can e-mail the YWA Coordinator and start making a 
difference!  Do you want to sponsor a Chapter to help 
the next generation of women make an impact on 
America?   
 
 

 
 
 

Young Women for America, unite! 

 

Passing the Baton to the 
Next Generation of 

Conservative Christians 

EncourageEncourageEncourage---AAA---Legislator CampaignLegislator CampaignLegislator Campaign 

 

“… prayers, intercession … for kings and those in 
authority.”  –  I Timothy 2:1 

 

In 2016, CWA of South Dakota will begin our 17th year 
of prayer for our 105 state legislators.  You are invited 
to participate in our Encourage-A-Legislator Campaign 
by committing to adopt a legislator and praying for 
him/her daily during the 40-day session.  Each week 
you will send your legislator a CWA-provided postcard.  
Note your prayers for him/her, then stamp and mail 
the card.   
 

To become one of the 105 faithful prayer warriors, 
simply check the box on the enclosed response 
envelope, or call Linda at 605-380-6914 or e-mail her 
at director@southdakota.cwfa.org.  
  

Please provide your name and address.  Early in 
January, CWA of South Dakota will assign your 
legislator and supply you with CWA postcards and 
instructions.   

CEO and 
President 

Penny Nance 
spent the day 

with State 
Director Linda  
Schauer and 

State 
Legislative 

Liaison Cindy 
Flakoll. 

They were joined in the evening by 
CWA member and Rosa Parks Award 
winner Sandye Kading and CWA of SD 

Education Coordinator Terri Jorgenson. 

Contact Linda for more information at 
director@southdakota.cwfa.org or 605-380-6914. 

 

http://www.cwfa.org/special-projects/ywa/
http://www.cwfa.org/special-projects/ywa/
http://www.cwfa.org/special-projects/ywa/
mailto:director@southdakota.cwfa.org
mailto:director@southdakota.cwfa.org
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Defunding Planned Parenthood — South Dakota Style 
“Watch, stand fast in the faith, be brave, be strong.” - I Corinthians 16:13 

     Planned Parenthood of Minnesota/North Dakota/South 

Dakota continues to operate a facility in Sioux Falls where 

surgical abortions are performed and chemicals for abortion 

are dispensed.  However, did you know that we have a state 

law that prohibits the use of state and federal funds to 

perform an abortion at that facility, except in very rare 

circumstances?  In fact, that law was put in place in 1978 

and remains in effect today: 

28-6-4.5. Public funds not to be used for abortion except to 

save life of mother. No funds of the State of South Dakota or 

any agency, county, municipality, or any other political 

subdivision thereof and no federal funds passing through 

the state treasury or 

any agency of the State 

of South Dakota, 

county, municipality, 

or any other political 

subdivision thereof, 

shall be authorized or 

paid to or on behalf of 

any person or entity 

for or in connection with any abortion that is not necessary 

for the preservation of the life of the person upon whom the 

abortion is performed. Source: SL 1978, ch 207. 

     Since the release of the Center for Medical Progress' 

videos about Planned Parenthood, some have asked whether 

an audit could be done on South Dakota's facility.  

However, due to the prohibition on the use of state funds in 

SDCL 28-6-4.5, there is simply no basis to perform an audit 

at the state level.  Stay tuned for what will happen at the 

federal level.   

     Consider ourselves blessed that previous generations saw 

the need to protect our unborn children as much as possible 

from the ravages of the 

culture of death 

perpetrated by Planned 

Parenthood's 

abortuaries.   

     Pray the Sioux Falls 

Planned Parenthood 

abortuary closes. Sioux Falls Planned Parenthood  

Planned Parenthood has been caught red-handed selling the organs  

of freshly slaughtered children!  
 

To help you be informed, CWA has summarized all twelve of the undercover videos produced by the Center for 

Medical Progress which reveal the disrespect for human life.  Additionally, we have provided a link to view the    

videos and a petition for you to sign requesting that Congress defund Planned Parenthood.   

 

REMINDER: Concerned Women for America’s Seven Core Issues 
Sanctity of Life: CWA supports the protection of all innocent human life from conception until natural death.  We also 
support alternatives to abortion and healing for mothers suffering  from the results of abortion. 

Defense of Family: CWA believes that marriage consists of one man and one woman.  We seek to protect and support 
the Biblical design of marriage and the gift of children. 

Education: CWA supports reform of public education by returning authority to parents and making alternative forms of 
education more accessible.  

Religious Liberty: CWA supports the God-given rights of individuals in the United States and other nations to pray, 
worship, and express their beliefs without fear of discrimination or persecution. 

National Sovereignty: CWA believes that neither the United Nations nor any other international organization should 
have authority over the United States in any area.  We also believe the United States has the right and duty to protect and 
secure our national borders.  We believe in governmental budget restraint that embodies responsible spending, small 
government, frugality and an end to stealing from future generations. 

Sexual Exploitation: CWA endeavors to fight all pornography, obscenity, prostitution, and sex slavery. 

Support for Israel: CWA believes that the people and nations who stand with Israel and the Jewish people will be blessed 
by God.  We believe that any foreign policy effort to withdraw U.S. support for Israel is in direct contradiction to America’s 
national interests. 
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