
 

Open Letter to State Senate 
SR 135 - pari-mutuel wagering on horse racing 

 
Concerned Women for America (CWA) of Georgia urges you to oppose SR 135, a constitutional amendment for 
pari-mutuel wagering on horse racing. CWA of Georgia opposes any form of gambling, including horse racing 
for the reasons stated below.  
 
We oppose the proposed constitutional amendment because it is a ruse to usher in more gambling 
opportunities, such as slot machines and casinos. The Atlantic reported that horse racing attendance has 
declined almost 50 percent over the past two decades. The decline is so evident that the racing industry has 
stopped reporting attendance figures.i  Many states are feeling the financial stress of trying to keep tracks 
open because of this decline.  
 
The state of Illinois is a case in point. In an effort to keep several of its horse racing tracks open, state 
lawmakers attempted to pass legislation in 2014 that would allow the tracks to offer "historical racing" slot 
machines.  According to an article on Southern.com, “State Rep. Dwight Kay, a Republican from Glen Carbon 
and bill sponsor, said the additional cash raised by the machines could keep tracks like Fairmount Park in his 
district open while lawmakers negotiate a larger, more comprehensive expansion of the state's gambling 
industry.”ii  Why does Georgia think it will be any different? When tax revenues fail to meet expectations, the 
obvious next choice will be to bring in more lucrative streams of revenue to the state through slots and 
casinos.  
 
CWA of Georgia opposes SR 135 because any form of gambling is destructive and causes irreversible harm on 
individuals and families. Because of the decline of the horse racing industry, the Jockey Club has begun looking 
for more customers and is tapping into the 20-something age group. The Jockey Club is quoted as saying, “We 
have to speak the younger person’s language through social media, racing apps and young people reaching out 
to young people.”iii Pari-mutuel wagering on horse racing normalizes gambling and has the potential to lead 
late teens and early twenty-year olds down the destructive path of gambling addiction. The same can really be 
said for all age groups. 
 
Because of the detrimental effects of gambling on the family, eliminating gambling in all its forms is a top 
legislative priority for CWA of Georgia, and we will be watching the progress of this bill very carefully and will 
be scoring any votes taken on SR 135. Again, we ask you to oppose SR 135. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration of my request. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Tanya Ditty 
State Director 
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