
PO BOX 201706
Helena, MT 59620-1706

(406) 444-3064
FAX (406) 444-3036Education and Local Government Interim Committee

63rd Montana Legislature

SENATE MEMBERS HOUSE MEMBERS COMMITTEE STAFF
TOM FACEY--Chair DONALD JONES--Vice Chair PAD MCCRACKEN, Lead Staff
DAVE LEWIS KRISTIN HANSEN LAURA SANKEY, Staff Attorney
FREDERICK (ERIC) MOORE EDITH (EDIE) MCCLAFFERTY JOY LEWIS, Secretary
MATTHEW ROSENDALE JEAN PRICE
SHARON STEWART-PEREGOY DANIEL SALOMON
JONATHAN WINDY BOY TOM WOODS

The following resolution was adopted by the Education and Local Government Interim Committee at its
meeting on September 16, 2014:

WHEREAS, we believe that preschool programs provide a valuable addition to early childhood learning
in some circumstances;

WHEREAS, certain school districts and individuals have created high-quality preschool programs of their
own initiative;

WHEREAS, the ability to modify and alter these programs without interference from the state has
resulted in the creation and delivery of high-quality programs that have been very responsive to the
children and communities that they serve;

WHEREAS, we believe that the final decision to utilize a preschool program rests exclusively with the
parents and/or guardians of said children;

WHEREAS, the Office of Public Instruction and the Board of Public Education have proposed an
extensive set of accreditation standards for all preschool programs operating throughout the state;

WHEREAS, if implemented these standards will eliminate the ability for private preschool programs to
compete with state-funded preschool programs;

WHEREAS, we believe any new initiative should, as the Governor states, "build on early childhood
strengths, not replace them";

BE IT RESOLVED, that this committee opposes the new accreditation standards for Title 10, Chapter 63
of the Administrative Rules of Montana as proposed by the Office of Public Instruction and the Board of
Public Education.
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