
 

 

History of Common Core In Iowa  
  

2005  Legislature passed a bill for State Department of Education  to 
work with schools to develop voluntary Iowa Core State Standards for 
9th - 12th grade Math, English Language Arts, and Science. 
  

2007 Legislature expanded Iowa Core to K - 8th grades with additional 
subjects of Social Studies and 21st Century Learning Skills. 
  

2008  Iowa Core became mandatory. 
  

2010  State Board of Education integrated 
Common Core English Language Arts and Math 
into Iowa Core. 
 2013 Because of the opposition to the  
the invasive assessment part of Iowa core, Smarter 
Balanced Assessment, legislators asked the 
Department of Education to form a task force to 
find the best assessment for Iowa students. 
 

2014  July. Gov. Branstad withdrew Iowa from 
Smarter Balanced Assessment as a member state. 
November. Iowa Assessment Task Force recommended Smarter 
Balanced Assessments.  It is now up to the legislature to decide. 
Several bills made it into subcommittees this year that would have 
stopped or slowed down Iowa Core.  None of these made it to the floor 
for a vote. 
 

Future  Next Generation Science Standards are expected to be adopted 
by the State Board of Education. 

 
 What You Can Do to Get Common Core Out of Iowa: 
 

 Call, e-mail or write the governor and state legislators today and tell 
them to withdraw Iowa from the Common Core.  See reverse side. 

 Host a CWA Common Core informational meeting.  Make it a 
neighborhood meeting in your home, community meeting in a library 
and/or have one in your church. 

 Order CWA Stop Common Core brochures from the state office. 

 Join Stop Common Core Iowa on Facebook. 

 Sign up for CWA of Iowa e-alerts. 

 Twitter @stopcciowa 

 CWA of Iowa | P.O. Box 616 | Ankeny, IA  50021 
director@iowa.cwfa.org | ia.cwfa.org | (515) 259-0087 
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 Let Your Voice Be Heard! 
  
Contact your State Representative and State Senator at legis.iowa.go 
v/Legislators/find.aspx.  Ask them to 
 

 Remove Common Core from Iowa schools and return local control. 

 Pass legislation protecting student privacy prohibiting non-academic 
data collection and disallow sharing information with government or 
non-government agencies. 

 Maintain Iowa-produced assessment tools and stand with our 
Governor opposing the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium. 

 Require that an analysis be done of what it would cost hardworking 
Iowa taxpayers to fully implement Common Core.  

 

Contact your State Board of Education members at educateiowa.go 
v/iowa-state-board-education-members.  Let them know that you 
 

 Disapprove of their decision to integrate Common Core into the 
Iowa Core in 2010. 

 Would like for them to vote against Next Generation Science 
Standards. 

  
Contact Gov. Branstad at governor.iowa.gov or 515-282-5211.   
 

 Thank him for Executive Order 83 ensuring local control. 

 Thank him for withdrawing Iowa as a member state of the Smarter 
Balanced Assessment Consortium. 

 Ask him to work with the legislature to 1. remove Common Core 
from Iowa Code and 2. maintain Iowa-produced assessment tools 
and oppose the Smarter Balanced Assessment. 

 

Contact your U.S. Congressman and Senators at usa.gov/Contact/ 

Elected.shtml. 
 

 Ask them to stop this federal takeover of education.  

 Ask them to stop funding programs that intrude on state autonomy. 

 Thank Sen. Grassley specifically for his work in defunding Common 
Core.  
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