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Concerned Women for America of Illinois presents:

Stem Cell Fact of the Day #23

“[E]lmbryonic stem-cells themselves are carcinogenic. That is, if you transplant them, you
give rise to a particular kind of cancer.”
~ Prof. Peter Rathjen, Exec. Dean of Faculty of Sciences, University of Adelaide, Australia

Embryonic stem-cell benefits hyped: expert
ABC Online, 9-5-05 (www.abc.net.au/pm/content/2005/s1453722.htm)

Britain's famous science broadcaster and expert on reproductive technology, Lord [Robert]
Winston, [Professor of Fertility Studies at Imperial College, London and science broadcaster for
a BBC television program], says the potential benefits of embryonic stem-cell research are
being hyped ...

Lord Winston says there are many problems with embryonic stem-cell research and believes
part of the reason the work may be hyped by scientists is so they can convince politicians to
introduce less restrictive laws in order to source more embryos for their research ...

And there are scientific problems associated with embryonic stem-cell research... as Professor
[Peter] Rathjen, [Exec. Dean of the Faculty of Sciences at the University of Adelaide], explains.

"They're to do with things like the fact that we have to learn how to grow lots and lots of the
cells, probably billions of the cells.

“Once we've learnt how to grow them, we've then got to learn how to control their
differentiation, that is, how do we turn the stem cells into the kind of cell that we want to
transplant. And there's another very important limitation there, which is that the embryonic
stem-cells themselves are carcinogenic. That is, if you transplant them, you give rise to a
particular kind of cancer.

"And then the final thing, and this is probably the greatest single hurdle, we need to find a way
to overcome the immuno-rejection barrier, that is if you transplant cells into someone's body,
then most of the time they're going to reject those cells as foreign.”
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Concerned Women for America is the nation’s largest public policy women’s organization.
CWA endorses adult and umbilical cord stem-cell research but condemns embryonic stem-cell research asimmoral.
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