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Concerned Women for America of Illinois presents:

Stem Cell Fact of the Day #18

“Californiavotersreceived ... a TV campaign promising curestomorrow for a host of
diseases, some of which may never respond to stem cell therapy. The professional cautions
are only appearing now, after the money iscommitted. The shock of discovery that
‘tomorrow’ may be 20 or 30 yearsaway (or may never come) could be severe.”

A voice of balance in stem cell program

Los Angeles Times, Golden State business column, 7-04-05
(http://www.latimes.com/business/l a-fi-goldendjul 04,1,6942191.column?coll=la-utilities-busi ness)

Dr. Zach W. Hall ... is.... interim president of the state’s new stem cell agency, the California Institute for Regenerative
Research. So when St. Francis Memorial Hospital in San Francisco announced that the topic of his speech there last
week would be “ Stem Cell Research: Hope or Hype?’ no one really expected him to accentuate the negative.

But Hall has taken on an indispensable role since assuming his temporary post in March: the voice of balance. He has
been quietly tempering the public’s expectation that the $3-billion bond issue approved under Proposition 71 will yield
instant medical therapies and cures ...

Skepticism about the potential of stem cell research was wholly absent from the campaign for Proposition 71. Asa
scientific undertaking, the stem cell program is unique in that its sponsors, the state’ s voters, committed their money
without receiving the slightest bit of professional scientific counsel. Before making a similar expenditure, any
philanthropic foundation or university board would first seek advice from experts about the potential yield in knowledge
from the effort, the obstacles ahead and the time frame required.

Cdliforniavotersreceived, instead, a TV campaign promising cures tomorrow for a host of diseases, some of which may
never respond to stem cell therapy. The professional cautions are only appearing now, after the money is committed.
The shock of discovery that “tomorrow” may be 20 or 30 years away (or may never come) could be severe.

7-11-05

CWA endorses adult and umbilical cord stem-cell research but condemns embryonic stem-cell research asimmoral.
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