CWA Capitol Report 

March 23

The Missouri General Assembly has come back from Spring Break and now embarks on the last half of session.  The Missouri General Assembly will adjourn on Friday, May 15.

Hearings on bills this week –

Sanctity of Life

HB355 sponsored by Rep. Belinda Harris (D-Hillsboro) – HB355 will change the requirements for reporting abortions.  HB355 will be heard in the House Special Standing Committee on Children and Families this Wednesday, March 25, at 8:00 a.m. 
http://www.house.mo.gov/content.aspx?info=/bills091/bills/hb570.htm 

Good government/bad government

SB 115 sponsored be Sen. Joan Bray (D-University City) – SB115 modifies requirements pertaining to petition circulators.  SB115 is scheduled to be heard in the Financial and Governmental Organizations and Elections on Monday, March 23, at 2:00 p.m.  Many of us are paying special attention to the process by which citizens can get something on the ballot without the help of the General Assembly.  Changes to the process should protect the citizens. Go to www.mofirst.org for a list of concerns.
http://www.senate.mo.gov/09info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=514745
HB228 sponsored by Rep. Mike Parson (R-Bolivar) – HB228 changes the laws regarding the circulation of petitions.  Same as above, go to www.mofirst.org for explanation of the concerns.  HB228 will be heard in the House Special Standing Committee on General Laws on Tuesday, March 24, at 12:00 p.m. 
http://www.house.mo.gov/content.aspx?info=/bills091/bills/hb228.htm 
HCS for HB128 & 340 sponsored by Rep. Mike Cunningham (R-Marshfield) – designates December 25 of each year to be known as Christmas and requires state agencies, public schools and colleges, and political subdivisions to use the traditional names of holidays.  HCS for HB128&340 will be heard in the RULES Committee-Pursuant to Rule 25 on Tuesday, March 23, upon morning adjournment.

http://www.house.mo.gov/content.aspx?info=/bills091/bills/hb128.htm 

Freedom

HJR11 sponsored by Rep. Mike McGhee (R-Odessa) – proposes a constitutional amendment guaranteeing a citizen's First Amendment right to pray on public property and reaffirming a citizen's right to choose any or no religion.  HJR11 will be heard in the House Special Standing Committee on General Laws on Tuesday, March 24, at 12 p.m. 

http://www.house.mo.gov/content.aspx?info=/bills091/bills/hjr11.htm 

Taxes

HB814 sponsored by Rep. Ed Emery (R-Lamar) – establishes the Fair Tax Act of 2009 which replaces the state individual and corporate income tax and the estate tax with a fair tax based on all new retail sales and services.  HB814 was voted do pass on March 11 in the House Tax Reform Committee. The next step would be for the bill to be turned in to the Rules Committee.

http://www.house.mo.gov/content.aspx?info=/bills091/bills/hb814.htm
HJR36 sponsored by Rep. Ed Emery (R-Lamar) – proposes a constitutional amendment which would replace income taxes, sales and use taxes, and estate taxes with a sales tax on new retail sales and services.  HJR36 was voted do pass on March 11 in the House Tax Reform Committee. The next step would be for the bill to be turned in to the Rules Committee.

http://www.house.mo.gov/content.aspx?info=/bills091/bills/hjr36.htm 

*To identify who your State Representative or State Senator go to http://www.senate.mo.gov/llookup/leg_lookup.aspx.   

This is not an exhaustive list of the bills that have been introduced or committees that have held hearings. If you would like to see the list of the bills filed so far this year in the House, go to http://www.house.mo.gov/content.aspx?info=/bills091/billist.htm.                      For bills filed in the Senate, go to http://www.senate.mo.gov/09info/BTS_Web/BillList.aspx?SessionType=R  

We appreciate your prayers and financial participation to support the work of CWA of Missouri at our State Capitol and across the state.  

Please send a much needed tax-deductible monetary gift to CWA of MO, P.O. Box 274, Chesterfield, MO 63006.  Thank you.
