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Legislative Effort to Eradicate the
Kansas State Board of Education

By Linda Holloway

Here we go again.  Since the late 90’s, any
time conservatives have the opportunity to
influence education policy in Kansas, efforts
are made to get ride of an elected Board of
Education. The KNEA and other alphabet
organizations have had control of that Board
for most of the Board’s 38-year history, and
they do not take kindly to even a little slippage
in power.

Three times in the past voters were presented
with a constitutional amendment to demolish
an elected Board.  Three times the effort went
down in flames. The elected Board of 10
members is a constitutionally created body.  In
1966 the people of Kansas expressed their
wills to give citizens the opportunity have their
own representatives that would be accountable
to them.  Now they could be asked to give up
their right to vote for state education policy
makers.

The newest proposal to disenfranchise the
voters of Kansas is to do away with the Board
and create an appointed Secretary of
Education.  This person would be appointed by
the Governor and approved by the Senate.
Parents would be up against one more layer of
bureaucracy.  An appointed Secretary of
Education would work at the pleasure of the
Governor – not the people. In order for this
proposal to appear on the ballot for a vote of
the people, it must get a  2/3 majority approval
in the House and the Senate.  A simple
majority of the voters would then make it law.

Every time we lose our voting privilege, we
lose the opportunity to impact government.  It
is astounding to me that the Legislature, which
is an elected body, would even seriously
consider such a proposal. Those elected
officials would be saying to the electorate, “You
are smart enough to elect me to office, but

you’re clearly not smart enough to elect the
right sort of people to make educational policy.”
This seems to have the fingerprints of the
education lobby all over it.

Some states have an elected Chief State
School Officer and an appointed school board.
At least the people have an opportunity to
express their views on education in the
statewide election.  However, the latest
proposal in Kansas offers no opportunity to the
people to vote.

The Education Committee had hearings on this
recently.  With all the other pressing issues this
year perhaps the proposal will die a quiet
death.  It could depend on how much the
education lobby and the Governor want to
wrench power from the people.  It comes as no
surprise that Governor Sebelius is a proponent
of this drastic change. (Most governors in the
past relished the idea of having even more
influence over education.)

ACTION:
What is your opinion on giving up your right to
vote on this very important position?
Let your Representative and Senator know.
Capitol Switchboard: 785-296-0111.
For Email addresses go to
http://www.kslegislature.org and click on “House
Roster” or “Senate Roster.”

Contact the chair of the House Education
Committee, Rep. Kathe Decker, and ask her to
do everything in her power to impede the
progress of this proposal.
Phone: 785-296-7637
Email: decker@house.state.ks.us

Contact the Governor’s office to let her know
what you think of this newest amendment
proposal.
Phone: 785-296-3232
Email comment form:
http://www.ksgovernor.org/comment.html
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