@ongress of the Wnited States
Washington, BC 20315

September 26, 2008

The Honorable Michael Leavitt
Secretary of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Ave, SW
Washington, DC 20201

Dear Secretary Leavitt,

In June of this year Members of Congress raised concerns about data indicating that the
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services funded more than double the number of
abortions funded in the prior year.

According to the “FY 2009 Moyer Material” submitted on March 2008 in FY2007, 458
abortions were funded, up from 196 in FY2006 and 150 in FY2005. According to the
attached document provided by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS), the spike is attributable to an increase in abortions paid for under the rape
exception. In addition, the increase is entirely concentrated in the state of Illinois. The
number of rape abortions has increased from 20 in FY2005 to 84 in FY2006 and 363 in
FY2007.

We find this dramatic increase surprising, especially since corollary increases do not -
appear in any other state. Please provide detailed information regarding this increase. In
particular:

* Was the increase in funded abortions concentrated in a particular region of
Illinois, a particular medical facility or a particular network of facilities? If so
what region, medical facility or network of facilities is associated with the
increase?

e What actions have you taken to verify that the abortions paid for were in fact
performed on women who became pregnant as a result of rape? Does the
evidence suggest that these abortions were lawfully funded?

» If these abortions were not lawfully funded have the funds been recovered? If
not, what process is underway to ensure that the funds are recovered?

As you know Congress has long held that U.S. taxpayers should not be forced to

subsidize abortion except in very limited scenarios, so we are alarmed that the clear intent
of the law might have been subverted.
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Therefore, we are deeply concerned by the failure to provide a timely response to the
inquiry submitted by Reps. Chris Smith (R-NJ) and Bart Stupak (D-MI), and hope for a
more prompt response to this letter. Please address our questions no later than October
26, 2008 and include supportmg documentation.
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Attachments:

Table: NUMBER OF ABORTIONS BY TYPE FISCAL YEARS 2005 — 2007
(highlighting added)

Smith/Stupak letter dated June 23, 2008


















