The Battle for Marriage Continues

“But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: For men will be lovers of
themselves... lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having the form of godliness
but denying its power. And from such people turn away!” 2 Timothy 3:2-5
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E Analysis:

 Despite what you may hear in the media, the recent Supreme Court marriage
decisions did not create a constitutional right to same-sex “marriage.”

e Each state is still free to protect the Biblical model for marriage.

E"‘ U.S. v. Windsor — Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA)

e The Court struck down the federal law as unconstitutional, declaring the definition
of marriage should be left to the states.

e The real problem with the DOMA opinion is that it declares, without any evidence,
that the only reason lawmakers passed DOMA was to hurt homosexuals.

e The reasoning of this ruling could be applied to any state law.

e The Court said: “[T]he supporters of this Act acted with malice — with the
‘purpose’ ... ‘to disparage and to injure’ same-sex couples ... to ‘demean’ ... to
‘impose inequality’ ... to ‘impose ... a stigma’ ... to deny people ‘equal dignity’ ... to
brand gay people as ‘unworthy’ ... and to ‘humiliat[e]’ their children ...”

e Protecting God’s model for marriage in no way targets homosexuals in particular
any more than it targets all other sexual unions apart from the Biblical model (for
example, polygamy).

e Protecting the Biblical model of marriage simply recognizes that children do best
when they are raised by both their mother and father loving each other and their
children unconditionally.

e The Court’s pronouncement that bigotry fueled DOMA'’s passage sets the stage for
future challenges to traditional marriage, and those who opposed God’s model for
marriage are sure to use it to their advantage.

e The Court’s pronouncement also alters the public debate, effectively tipping the
scales immensely in favor of same-sex “marriage” by branding those who hold a
Biblical view of marriage as being akin to the KKK.

e Justice Antonin Scalia dissented in the case, calling it “a judicial distortion of our
society’s debate over marriage.”

e Scalia concluded, “The Court has cheated both sides, robbing the winners of an
honest victory, and the losers of the peace that comes from a fair defeat.”

e Most troubling, DOMA’s demise sets up Christians for persecution and harassment
by the federal government because of their deeply held religious beliefs about
marriage.
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¢ Immediately following the decision, the Obama Administration pledge to
aggressively promote “gay” rights as civil rights as they “implement” this decision.

E"‘ Hollingsworth v. Perry — California’s Proposition 8

e The Court dismissed the case regarding Proposition 8, a state constitutional
amendment defining marriage as the union between one man and one woman,
saying the official proponents did not have standing to defend the amendment, even
though state officials refused to defend the law in court.

e The opinion is just as significant as a decision on the constitutionality of marriage
would have been, if not more, as they struck a heavy blow at democracy itself.

e The practical impact of the decision is that the vote of the millions of Californians
who voted to preserve marriage as the union between one man and one woman was
invalidated. The Court has distorted the initiative process for every state.

e Remember, Proposition 8 was an initiative brought by the people, specifically

because their elected officials refused to do what they wanted them to do. Yet, the

Court now says that it is up to those same officials — who refused to act — to

defend the law that they didn’t want to pass in the first place.

Here is what the dissent in the case said: “In the end, what the Court fails to grasp or

accept is the basic premise of the initiative process. And it is this. The essence of

democracy is that the right to make law rests in the people and flows to the
government, not the other way around. Freedom resides first in the people without
need of a grant from government.”

As a result, “gay” marriages will resume in California, despite the will of the majority

of its citizens, and with no way of challenging the district court’s decision.

Protect Your Convictions

T Pray for our country. Prayer is not the “least” we can do; it is the most we can do.

Tt Our God is not surprised by any decision of the Supreme Court. He reigns above all,
and He will accomplish all His purposes.

T We must continue to fight for God’s model for marriage, not only as it relates to
same-sex “marriage,” but as it relates to the many threats the enemy has devised:
no-fault divorce, cohabitation, spousal abuse, etc.

T We have been called for such a time as this. God has given us everything we need
to remain strong. This is why Jesus gave such an all-encompassing answer about
marriage, making reference to “male and female,” when He was asked about
divorce (Mattew 19:4-6).

t Are you willing to stand for God'’s principles? Answer the call at Willing2Stand.com.
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