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RADICAL PRO-ABORTION FEMINISTS WANT TO STACK
THE BENCHES

“No judicial nominee should be considered unless they affirm a
women’s civil and human right to make her own childbearing

choices….we urge the Bush administration to select fair-
minded nominees who respect the rights of women and share
America’s values about reproductive freedom.”  Press Release

from Planned Parenthood, March 14, 2002 on the rejection of Charles
Pickering to the federal bench

As we pointed out in our previous Family Concerns on judicial
activism and tyranny, this press release proves our premise: some
Americans are not about fairness and just scrutiny of the law.
They want judges to “rubber-stamp” their views in law, converting
judges to tyrannical lawmakers not representing the people but an
agenda perpetrated by radical feminists and others.  Obviously the
present back-log of nominees by the Bush administration to
federal judgeships is because these same people do not want the
full Senate (representing the people) to have a say about judges
they don’t like.  Only 34 percent of President Bush’s nominees
have been confirmed compared to ninety-two percent in the first
two years of three previous administrations. Justice Charles
Pickering was the first casualty; now it is Justice Priscilla Owen’s
turn to run the Senate Judiciary Committee gauntlet.  Never mind
that the American Bar Association gave her its highest “well-
qualified” rating, or that every major newspaper in Texas endorsed
her during her 2000 campaign for reelection which she won by a
margin of 84%.  It matters not to them that Justice Owen’s
professional and academic standards are impeccable, not does it
matter that the position she has been nominated to fill has been
declared a “judicial emergency” by the Judicial Conference of the
United States.  She is presently serving her second term as a
Justice on the Texas Supreme Court and her nomination was
submitted by President George W. Bush on May 9, 2001, over one
year ago.  She has received the highest recommendations by her
peers and by the newspapers in her state, yet she is being
attacked by those who do not want to see fairness on the bench,
but a rubber stamp for their agendas.
The Myth
Kate Michelman, the president of the National Abortion Rights Action
League (NARAL) states about Justice Owen: “We regard her as
someone who exemplifies the most extreme hostility to reproductive
rights of any of the nominees that President Bush has named.”
Michelman attacked Justice Owen particularly on her rulings on
parental notification.  “Justice Owen is an opponent of abortion rights
for minors without their parent’s permission.”

The Facts
Justice Owen has faithfully applied statutes enacted by the
Legislature.  Texas law states that girls under 18 must notify parents
before having an abortion unless a court is notified and finds that the
girl is sufficiently mature to make the decision without parental
notification.  This law is consistent with decisions of the U.S. Supreme
Court.

The Myth
Justice Owen “voted against abortion rights” in 11of 12 parental
notification cases.

The Facts
The Texas Supreme Court required notification six times and
facilitated bypass six times.  Justice Owen was in the majority in
nine cases and dissented in three cases.  Justice Owen voted to
require notification in nine cases and to facilitate bypass in three
cases.  Justice Owen dissented from the majority to vote for
notification in just three cases.
The Myth
Some claim that Justice Owen is “unsympathetic to health risks of
young women.”
The Fact
Justice Owen has explicitly said in Jane Doe 1 that “the Court
properly requires a minor to consult a health-care provider about
the general risks of an abortion. “  She repeatedly states that the
“medical, emotional and psychological consequences of an
abortion” should be considered.
The Myth
“Owen displayed an unwillingness to protect abortion clinics from
harassing protesters.”
The Fact
In Operation Rescue National v. Planned Parenthood of Houston
and Southeast Texas, the court reviewed an injunction and issued
an order creating a “buffer zone” around abortion clinics,
prohibiting pro-lifers from yelling and shouting, demonstrating
more than two at a time near an abortion clinic, providing
counseling more than one at a time to potential patients,
approaching the same potential patient more than once, and
continuing conversation after a potential patient expresses a
desire to stop.  Justice Owen joined in the majority opinion.  At the
time Planned Parenthood called the decision a “complete and total
victory”, yet apparently did an about-face about the victory when
they saw it would not work for their vendetta against Owen.
Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA) is chairing the hearings against
Justice Owen and promised fairness, yet questioned Justice
Owen’s supposed late findings in a negligence case contributing to
a man’s death.  However, Senator Feinstein was wrong in her
remarks that Justice Owen was at fault for Willie Searcy’s death.
He died 1,140 days after Justice Owen issued her opinion.  The
delay was caused by delays in other courts.
What can you do?
The final hearings for Justice Owen will most likely take place
after the Senate reconvenes after Labor Day.  The facts are
that Justice Owen is well qualified as a nominee.  The full
Senate (your representatives) should confirm or reject her, not
the Judiciary Committee as the Constitution requires.  Special
interest groups should not be dictating to the rest of the country
their version of “justice.”
Call Senator Brownback and Roberts at their home offices and
urge them to do all they can to get Justice Owen confirmed.
Inform your friends, family in other states
CWA’s resource:  “A Pledge to End Judicial Tyranny”  Call:
913-491-1380   
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