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ABRAHAM LINCOLN’S EMANCIPATION

PROCLAMATION FREED AMERICA’S SLAVES, BUT

WORLDWIDE SLAVERY STILL ABOUNDS.
Sexual Slavery and trafficking in women and children is rampant

At the turn of the century, suffragettes, the Women’s Christian
Temperance Union and the General Federation of Women’s
Clubs fought against the “white slave trade” that permeated
society.  This type of “slavery” was commonplace; young girls
lured by promises of lucrative jobs were forced into prostitution
by unscrupulous men and women who caged them like
animals, or enticed them into drug habits that enslaved them to
their supplier.  Women of all political persuasion recognized
this blight on the culture and came together to fight against this
problem and others.  They were successful because they were
unified.  They recognized that a society could not survive that
did not protect women and children.  Today we are faced with a
similar problem, but women across the globe are not
necessarily united in their solution for the problem.

Women no longer united?
Liberal feminist women’s groups tout the legalization of
prostitution and the reclassification of that ancient “profession”
to that of “sex worker”, one who works in the sex “industry”.
They ignore the fact that world-wide the predominance of those
who “work” in prostitution are forced into it by economic
conditions or force.  Feminists would like to divide the
classification of “sex workers” into two classes: forced and
unforced.  Wendy Wright of Concerned Women for America
testified at a Subcommittee on Human Rights in the
Congressional Human Rights Caucus on June 12, 2001,
stating that the classification of “forced prostitution” versus
“prostitution” implies that “prostitution can be innocent, a matter
of preference.”  This reclassification would change the concept
from “illegal and immoral activity, a violation of human rights, to
a labor issue. . . . It would further cloud the issue by viewing
prostitution not as a form of slavery, but a ‘human right’, the
right to work and freedom of association, and thereby protected
by international treaties such as the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights.”  Prostitution “institutionalizes the principle that
men have a right to turn other human beings into objects of use
for the satisfaction of their lust.”  She argues that legalizing
prostitution would give a massive incentive for traffickers and
pimps to do anything to make sure the victim, if confronted,
would assure others she or he was prostituting voluntarily.
Victims would have to offer “proof” of coercion under this plan.

Is there a problem?
Dr. Laura Lederer, who has been studying this issue for twenty
years states, “Over the last 10 years, the numbers of women
and children [who] have been trafficked have multiplied so that
they are now on par with the estimates of the numbers of
Africans who were enslaved in the 16th and 17th centuries.”
Organizers of an international conference on sexual trafficking
in Manila, Philippines, in March of 2000 stated that sexual

trafficking is organized crime’s third largest source of money,
surpassed only by drugs and guns.  They estimated that
250,000 people are bought and sold in Asia alone.  Most of
these are lured by promises of good jobs or a better life from
poor rural areas.  Once they leave their families they are
whisked off to brothels, or to other countries where their
passports are confiscated and they are enslaved to those who
bought them and their services.  Senator Sam Brownback in
an interview on the Concerned Women Today radio show
stated, “Just look at an American child between the ages of 9
and 12. Imagine her being tricked away from her family,
promised a year’s wages (to a family that doesn’t have
anything), taken to Bombay, locked in a seedy room, not fed for
three days, beaten until she agrees to submit herself to the sex
trade.  That’s this horrifying, inhuman thing that’s taking place.”
According to Dr. Lederer, a young Asian girl sells for about
$16,000.  “Unlike other products, a girl can be sold over and
over again.” Over 200,000 Nepali girls mostly under 14 are
being forced to work as sexual slaves in India.  In Sri Lanker
there are 10,000 children between 6 and 14 working in forced
prostitution. 10,000 women from the former Soviet Union have
been forced into prostitution in Israel.  50,000 victims a year
are trafficked in the United States. [“Trafficking Cops”, Bob Jones,
World, June 15, 2002]

What is being done?
Congress passed a law that should have helped the situation,
the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000.  This law
provides that the State Department monitor sex trafficking
around the world.  Each year the Department is required to
issue a list of offending countries with the worst records in
sexual trafficking.  The report arranges the countries into “tiers”
identifying the worst offenders as “Tier 3”. Tier 3 countries are
automatically denied millions of dollars in U.S. foreign aid.  Tier
1 and 2 are categories for countries that are offenders, but are
working on the problem.  The newest report gave Tier 1
rankings to Germany and the Netherlands, countries that have
legalized prostitution this year. Cambodia, India, and Thailand
were rated in Tier 2, but Thailand is notorious for its
exploitation of young girls with an estimate of 60,000 girls sold
into sexual slavery.  80 percent of Thailand’s 1 million
prostitutes are under age 16. Thailand is a Mecca for western
tourists who flock to the child sex markets.   As a result of the
recent State Department reports, Dr. Janice Crouse, Senior
Fellow for the Beverly LaHaye Institute said, “…the State
Department has evaded its responsibility to Congress and
abdicated its role in protecting women and children. . . . This
multi-billion dollar business captures over 700,000 women and
children each year, taking them from home and family to
subject them to sexual slavery.  If we are not going to enforce
this law, groups like ours (CWA) have wasted our time, and the
traffickers can revel in the streets.”
CWA Sources: cwfa.org/library_familyvoice/2000-05.06-12.shtml and
cwfa.org/library/pornography/2002-0605_pr_trafficking.shtml   
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