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THE INTERNET: “Vanity Fair” for the Millennial Generation
What enticements await your child?

 The average age that a child is first exposed to hard-core
pornography is eight years old.

 75 percent of convicted rapists admit they were acting out
what they had seen in pornography.

 80 percent of child molesters admit they started with child
pornography.

”Indecent images on the Internet include depictions of child
molestation, bestiality, sadomasochism and how to find sexual

enjoyment in killing children.” Douglas Groothuis, The Soul in
Cyberspace, (Grand Rapids, MI: .Baker Books, 1997 99.

According to a recently released report, Children, Media and
Exposure to Explicit Material” by Dick Thornburg and Herbert
S. Lin, the Crimes Against Children Research Center (CACRC)
conducted a nationally representative, interview-based survey
with 1,501 youths aged 10-17 who use the Internet regularly.
• 25 percent reported that they had at least one unwanted

exposure to sexual pictures in the year before the survey
was taken

• 31 percent of children aged 10-17 with computers at home
reported seeing a “pornographic” Web site, even if by
accident

• among youth aged 15-17, 70 percent say they have
accidentally come across pornography

• 1 in 30 received “aggressive sexual solicitation” which
included offline contact by mail, telephone or in person.

• 66 percent of those solicited aggressively were girls
compared to 34 percent boys

• 8 percent acknowledged choosing to seek out X-rated
Internet sites.

• 12 percent of youth that had talked to someone online had
sent a picture and 7 percent willingly talked about sex
online without having met the person

• 11 percent had posted some personal information in a
public Internet space

• The CACRC study reveals that adults were responsible for
34 percent of the aggressive solicitations, 67 percent
believed to be male

• 6 percent of young regular Internet users report threatening
or harassing behavior including threats of violence against
them, their friends, or family

A pathway in the brain?
Some psychologists believe that the brain “imprints” sexually
stimulating, scary or unusual things faster than non-threatening
images.  As a protective measure, the brain is programmed to
process these things faster to allow for a rapid body response
to danger.  The chemical pathways that are formed or etched
on the brain can become “well-worn paths” in susceptible
people.  Pornographers and child molesters understand that

children do not have the life experiences or the coping skills to
properly place these disturbing images into an appropriate
context for action.  Children, especially adolescents, have not
developed a part of the brain that thinks out the logical
consequences of actions.  That is why pornography is so
dangerous for everyone, but especially children.  Child
molesters use pornography to desensitize children to sexual
acts, to break down their natural childhood modesty and to
manipulate them.

What are some strategies for protecting children on the
Internet?
• Never reveal personal information
• Remember that people may not be who they say they are
• Never meet an online friend in person for the first time

without a parent present
• Never respond to “flames” (a strongly worded or obscene

message that can erupt in newsgroups and can spill over
into private e-mail)

• Stop immediately if you read or see something that upsets
you

• Avoid spending too much time online
• Compose written family guidelines for net safety.   Make

sure that your children understand that these rules apply at
home, at the library, school or a friend’s house.

• Keep the computer that the child uses out in the open
• Use filters
• Talk with your children about the dangers; let them know

that they can talk to you about anything that is bothering
them.  Encourage them to talk and try not to act shocked
by the subject.  Help them to understand that if they see
some disturbing material that they should come to you.
http://cwfa.org/library/pornography/1999-05_pp_internet.shtml

The bottom line is this: The Internet is a wonderful tool and has
brought great knowledge and pleasure to many as well as
convenience.  However, like everything else, it has a down
side.  Knowledge is your best defense and offense in the
ongoing battle for children’s minds.  The “hidden things” need
not stalk your children if your children are prepared.

Some of the groups that provide information and help on
this issue:

Concerned Women for America
National Coalition for the Protection of Children and Families
Morality in Media
Family Research Council
Christian Coalition
American Family Association
National Law Center
Traditional Values Coalition
Enough is Enough
Focus on the Family
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