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CONFLICT OVER CONDOMS DIVIDES AMERICANS

What is the real story?

Recently, Secretary of State Colin Powell created a
controversy when he appeared on MTV and appeared to
endorse condoms as the way to prevent sexually-transmitted
diseases.  His statement: “In my own judgment, a condom is a
way to prevent infection, and therefore I not only support their
use, I encourage their use among people who are sexually
active and need to protect themselves…Forget about taboos,
forget about conservative ideas with respect to what you
should tell young people about.”  Many pro-family folks were
quite upset about his statement in light of a federal government
study released just last year that found little to no proof that
condoms do prevent many sexually-transmitted diseases.  The
study, “Scientific Evidence on Condom Effectiveness for
Sexually Transmitted Disease (STD) Prevention,” was made
public in July 2001.  This report was completed a year before
this but for some reason was kept from the public.  Former
Congressman Tom Coburn (R-Oklahoma) who now heads
President Bush’s advisory council on HIV/AIDS pressed to
have the report released.

What does the report say?
• Approximately 15 million new sexually transmitted

infections occur annually in the U.S.
• 493,000 people in the U.S. have died from AIDS and 800-

900,000 are living with the disease
• STDs can cause infertility, miscarriages, stillbirths,

intrauterine growth restriction and mother-to-infant
infections, as well as ectopic pregnancies and cervical and
anogenital cancer

• The published data documenting the effectiveness of
condoms is strongest in the transmission of HIV, with the
warning that the condoms must be used every time, they
must be used correctly, and they must not break or slip off.
(Slippage plus breakage is approximately 1.6-3.6% of the
time)  Consistent condom use decreased the transmission
by approximately 85%.

• There are 650,000 cases of gonorrhea in the United
States.  Gonorrhea is one of two major causes of pelvic
inflammatory disease, which can cause sterility.  Condoms
offer some protection for men but that protection is not
demonstrated for women.

• Chlamydia is caused by Chlamydia trachomatis and is the
most common disease in sexually-active adolescents and
young adults.  It is more easily transmitted to women and is
the other STD that causes pelvic inflammatory disease.
(PID)  PID is often silent, with no symptoms, leaving young
women at risk for scarred Fallopian tubes and sterility.
There is a 25% chance of sterility with one infection, with
the risk going higher with each subsequent infection.

• Chlamydia can also be transmitted to babies during
delivery cause neonatal eye infections as well as
pneumonia.  The study found no evidence of reduction
of Chlamydia infections.

• Trichomonaisis (Trichomonas vaginalis) is another sexually
transmitted disease that is caused by a protozoan parasite.
There are 5 million symptomatic cases in the U.S. A limited
study showed a 30% decrease in trichomonas infection.

• Genital herpes is an ulcerative sexually-transmitted
disease that infects 45 million Americans, with 500,000
new infections and 10 million recurrences every year.
Herpes is a viral infection that stays in the body for a
lifetime.  It also can increase the risk of HIV/AIDS
transmission.  Studies in this report do not show that
condoms effectively reduced the transmission of this
disease.  A problem is that the disease is often latent with
the patient not knowing when there will be an outbreak, so
condoms must be used every time for any measurable
effect.

• Human papilloma virus is a STD that is transmitted by skin-
to-skin contact with over 20 million Americans currently
infected with one of the types of HPV.  There are more
than 100 different types, with some types being associated
with cervical cancer.  The other types cause genital warts.
None of the studies showed any reduction in infection
by using condoms.

In spite of this fact the Planned Parenthood web site link,
www.teenwire.com, downplays the serious consequences of
cervical cancer and the fact that condoms do not protect
against the disease.  They do say that condoms don’t eliminate
the chance of getting genital warts entirely, but they do reduce
the risk. (Emphasis Added)   Not according to this
report…condoms offer no protection against a potentially
deadly disease that is life-long.

Young people report that comprehensive sex education teach
them “how to have sex” but don’t teach them how to say “no.”
President Bush has recently stated that he wants more of an
emphasis on abstinence programs ($135 million).  Abstinence
is the only sure way to prevent STDS yet the Centers for
Disease Control (CDC) has a link on their web site to the
Internet pages of a group that promotes activism to overturn
federal abstinence education policies.  In light of the dangers to
our kids’ lives and reproductive health, we need to understand
that teaching your kids how to say no and why to say no is the
only way to keep them safe.  Uganda is the only country in
Africa that has found great success in the battle against AIDS
that is devastating the continent.  The Ugandan government
promotes abstinence and, in the last eight years has reduced
by 50 per cent the HIV infection rate.  Young people in Uganda
are adopting abstinence as a preventative measure, moving
the age of first sexual encounter from age 14 to 16 in the last
11 years.   
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