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WRAP Week – 10 Harms of Pornography 

Harms #3 and #4 
By Janice Crouse and Brenda Zurita 

 

October 28 – November 4, 2012, marks the 25
th

 annual WRAP Week campaign (White Ribbon 

Against Pornography), and Concerned Women for America once again joins the national effort 

to raise awareness against the scourge that is pornography. 

 

The purpose of the White Ribbons Against Pornography Campaign is to “educate the public 

about the extent of the pornography problem and what can constitutionally be done about it.” 

 

Concerned Women for America has a fact card with 10 Harms of Pornography [add link when 

live] and each weekday during the 25
th

 annual WRAP Week we will have articles about two of 

the ten harms. 

 

CWA warns its readers that the nature of pornography is perverse and ugly. 

Some of what you may read in these articles will be offensive, but it is the truth 

of what pornography is and helps to explain why it is so insidious. 

 

# 3 - Pornography harms children 

 

Not only are children viewing pornography, but some are assaulted by pornography addicts who 

are no longer satisfied with mere images and seek out young victims in order to live out their 

sick fantasies, and still others are victims of child pornographers. 

 

One of the most horrific aspects of pornography is child pornography. It is difficult to imagine 

that there are people who walk among us who think it is okay to rape a child, film it, and 

distribute it for others to watch, but they do exist, their images proliferate on the Internet and in 

pornography videos, and many of them are making a fortune by distributing their wares and 

recruiting others to provide video footage of child victims. 

 

It cannot be stressed enough how insidious pornography is, especially when it involves children. 

 

In 2007, investigators arrested a Florida man who used his roommate’s computer to accumulate 

more than 5,000 pornographic images and videos of children, some as young as newborns and 

the oldest only six. The man told other people he preferred child victims between the ages of 

zero and twelve and that he likes to hear the children scream.
1
  This is a perfect example of the 

evil a man is capable of committing and the hideous world of pornography.  

 

http://www.cwfa.org/images/content/Wrap%20Week%20-%20FACT%20CARD%20-%202012.pdf
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How does someone start watching child pornography?  

 

Some, but not all, perpetrators are pedophiles and child molesters.  Some people end up there 

after becoming desensitized to the images in adult pornography and needing something new in 

order to become aroused. David G. Heffler, a psychotherapist who is appointed by courts to 

counsel child pornography offenders, says, “Many men told me they started out looking at adult 

porn and never intended to look at children. But after looking at adult porn for a long time, they 

get bored. They want to try something different. They start looking at children. Then, they can’t 

get enough of it.”
2
 

 

Viewing pornography is also harmful to children. In this Internet age, we tend to forget that other 

forms of pornography might be more available to children.  Magazines and the Internet seem to 

hook guys first, while the Internet, cable TV, and pay-per-view snag girls.
3
  While less 

responsible for first exposure, soft or hardcore print magazines and VHS or DVD movies are 

also snares that make children vulnerable to pornography.
4
 

 

Jill Manning, a sociologist at Brigham Young University, testified
5
 before the United States 

Senate about pornography, and she listed these negative effects on children: 

 

When a child or adolescent is directly exposed the following effects have been 

documented:  

 

1. Lasting negative or traumatic emotional responses  

 

2. Earlier onset of first sexual intercourse, thereby increasing the risk of STD’s 

over the lifespan 

 

3. The belief that superior sexual satisfaction is attainable without having 

affection for one’s partner, thereby reinforcing the commoditization of sex and the 

objectification of humans 

 

4. The belief that being married or having a family are unattractive prospects 

 

5. Increased risk for developing sexual compulsions and addictive behavior 

 

6. Increased risk of exposure to incorrect information about human sexuality long 

before a minor is able to contextualize this information in ways an adult brain 

could 

 

7. And, overestimating the prevalence of less common practices (e.g., group sex, 

bestiality, or sadomasochistic activity) 

 

An October 2012 story from the United Kingdom states that children eight years old, girls no 

less, were found watching pornography on a field trip.
6
 Children today are raised on technology. 

They are able to access computers when they are very young and, if left unsupervised, will find 

pornography even if they are not looking for it. 
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Numerous organizations purport to protect children from pornography.  Gail Dines, one of the 

foremost academic authorities on pornography and author of a best-seller about the pornography 

industry, reports, “In an example of utter hypocrisy, Hustler is one of the members of the 

Association of Sites Advocating Child Protection, the same Hustler that runs Barely Legal and 

advertises itself as ‘the world’s #1 teen magazine with the largest collection of teen sweethearts 

found anywhere.’”
7
 

 

With “adult” industries, most indecent businesses are confined to “red-light districts,” and the 

FCC limits “dirty words” to late-night hours to protect children, but the Internet is largely 

unregulated by society and is easily accessed by children and adolescents. According to some 

critics, the Internet put an “adult bookstore” in every home 24/7.
8
  

 

“Concerning child pornography, which had been ruled unprotected in any venue, 

because its initial production necessarily involved child abuse, technology again 

outstripped the lawyers: Faced with computer-generated images of children in 

pornography, the Court found its rationale undercut and disallowed regulation.”
9
 

 

Children are victimized by pornography whether they are viewing it or being forced to make it. 

 

# 4 – Pornography is increasingly violent and degrading 

 

Pornography desensitizes viewers, leading them to seek more violent and degrading images.  In 

the Witherspoon book, The Social Costs of Pornography, a whole chapter is devoted to the 

relationship between pornography and violence. One finding is particularly disturbing: “The use 

of pornography, even if it does not include sexual violence, changes a man’s beliefs about rape 

and sexual violence.”
10

 Indeed, “pornography can start to cross the line between thought and 

behavior.”
11

 Layden wrote, “Males who viewed sexual violence obtained higher scores on scales 

measuring acceptance of both interpersonal violence and the rape myth when compared with 

males who viewed either a physically violent or neutral film.”
12

  

 

One of the outcomes of this trend is what is known as “gonzo porn” –– something that is all over 

the Internet and is one of the biggest moneymakers of all time.  Gonzo “depicts hard-core, body-

punishing sex in which women are demeaned and debased.”
13

  Gail Dines explained: 

 

“I have witnessed a seismic change in the way porn has come to shape young 

adults’ sexuality.  Before the advent of the Internet, it used to be that some men 

sporadically ‘used’ porn when growing up; it was the more soft-core type of porn 

and they often had to steal it from older males, most likely their fathers.  

Increasingly, what I hear from students is that men today regularly (often daily) 

use the gonzo type of porn, and many have now become accustomed to its hard-

core scenes.”
14

 

 

As mentioned in topic #3, some people who view child pornography did not start with it. They 

watched adult pornography to such an extent that they were no longer stimulated by it and then 

sought out different types of pornography, such as child rape, in order to become aroused.  
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Today’s pornography can involve bestiality, urination, defecation, and the raping of children as 

young as newborns to name a few of the perversions found online. The violence, degradation, 

and total disregard for someone’s humanity is abundant. If a viewer exposes themselves to this 

on a regular basis, pretty soon it seems normal. After all, if it’s on the Internet, it must be true, 

right? 

 

It is not all on Internet porn sites, though. This year, a book series has been sweeping the world 

with women buying it and sharing it after they finish reading the book. The book is, of course, 

Fifty Shades of Grey and its companion novels. Gail Dines writes about this phenomenon and 

says
15

: 

 

While much of the sex in Fifty Shades is as cruel and sadistic as in mainstream porn, it is 

expertly packaged for women who want a “fairy tale” ending. In male-targeted porn, the 

woman is interesting only for as long as the sex lasts. Once done with her, the man is 

onto the next, and the next, and the next. … She is disposable, interchangeable, and easily 

replaced. No happy ending here for women. 

 

In Fifty Shades, however, the naïve, immature, bland Anastasia is, for some 

unfathomable reason, the most compelling woman our rich, sadistic, narcissistic hero has 

ever met, and he not only kisses her during sex (something you rarely see in Internet 

hardcore porn) but he doesn’t move on to the next conquest once he has had his wicked 

way with her.  In fact, he actually marries her and confesses undying love. As one of the 

female fans I interviewed said, this is like Pretty Woman all over again. 

 

The book has also sparked sales of rope, bondage, and sadism & masochism items. One sex toy 

supplier reported a 30% increase in handcuff and riding crop sales.
16

 

 

Pornography is so entrenched in our culture that a book like this sells tens of millions of copies 

and sends women out to buy bondage materials. It seems women are just as desensitized to porn 

as men are and, knowingly or not, are participating in the normalization of aberrant behavior. 

Where will they go to find their next titillating high? 

 

Gail Dines tells of talking to her son when he became a teenager.  Her remarks are a good 

warning to all young men and women.  Her talk to her son is a good model for parents who want 

to engage their own teens in a discussion about the ultimate consequences of pornography. 

 

“We talked candidly about the use of porn and its potential effects.  I told him that 

as he was getting older, he would most likely come across some porn, and he had 

a choice to look or not to look.  I said that should he decide to use porn, then he 

was going to hand over his sexuality –– a sexuality that he had yet to grow into, 

that made sense for who he was and who he was going to be –– to someone else.  

Why, I asked him, would you give anyone something so valuable and precious, 

something that ultimately is yours, not theirs? When I look out at the men in the 

lecture hall, they remind me of my son, and I feel outraged that they are caught in 
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the crosshairs of this predatory industry, one that has a huge financial stake in 

habituating them to a product that dehumanizes all involved.”
17
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